
 

 
 

APPLICATION FOR SIGN PERMIT 
45 BEACON STREET EAST 

LACONIA, NH   03246 
(603) 527-1264 

$30.00 PER SIGN 
(Fees also apply to modifications to existing signs) 

 
Name of Business:  
 
Address of Sign Location:                                                                                 Map               Street                Lot          
 
Applicant:                                                           Address:                                                                     Phone   
 
Prop. Owner:                                                          Address:                                                              Phone  
 
Sign Erector:                                                                  _______________Phone___________________________________   
 
NOTE:  FOR SIGN RESTRICTIONS, CONSULT ARTICLE IX OF ZONING ORDINANCE 

Please submit the following with your application: 
 

1. A scale plot plan (master sign plan) showing the location of all signs on site, setbacks from property lines 
(label distances on plan), and direction from which photographs were taken.  Check here if you know a 
master sign plan is already on file for this property.       You will be asked to update the existing plan with 
new information. 
 

2. Photographs of all existing signs and new signage. (if a master sign plan was previously submitted, photos 
of only scaled graphics of proposed signs are needed).   Check here if you know that photos of existing signs 
were submitted previously.        
 

3. Scale drawings of all signs, giving dimensions, including height when installed. 
 

4. Please calculate the “sign frontage” for your property. The definition of Sign Frontage, per Zoning §235-13 
is: “The length along the primary floor of a building front or portion of building front, having access on a 
street.”  Please indicate sign frontage here             Ft.  Show the sign frontage on your master sign plan.    
 

5. Identify the types of signs, dimensions, and all other requested data, both of existing and proposed signs, 
in the tables on the following page: 

 
ZONE  
 
CHECK # 
 
RECEIPT# 

PERMIT # 
 

        FEE $ 

1 
 



EXISTING SIGNS 
Sign Type* Dimensions 

(length & width) 
Sq. Ft. of Existing 
Sign 

Height of Sign 
(from ground) 

Illumination 
Source 

Materials of Sign 
and Surface 

Colors Used  

       
       
       
       
Total # of Signs  Total Existing  

Sq. Ft. 
     

 
PROPOSED SIGNS 

Sign Type* Dimensions 
(length & width) 

Sq. Ft. of 
Proposed Sign 

Height of Sign 
(from ground) 

Illumination 
Source 

Materials of Sign 
and Surface  

Colors Used 

       
       
       
       
Total # of 
Proposed Signs 

 Total Proposed  
Sq. Ft. 

     

* Choose from these categories:  Portable, Wall, Suspended, Banner, Canopy, Window, Roof Integral, Projecting, Freestanding, Changeable Copy, Marquee, 
Animated. (see Article IX, Table IV). 

 
It is the responsibility of the owner or his agent to notify the Planning Dept. when the sign is erected and ready for inspections.  The undersigned agrees that all 
work shall be performed in compliance with foregoing statements and all applicable City and State laws.  The owner of the property by signing this application 
declares that all existing signs have been lawfully permitted by the City of Laconia to the best of his/her knowledge. 
 
APPLICANT/AGENT (signature & print)                               DATE     PROPERTY OWNER (signature &print)                   DATE 

                

 
 
 

Permit Approved By:                                                                                                          Date:  
Picture Taken:                                             Date: 

 



RR1 RR2 RS SFR RG RA C and UC CR IP I AI
2 2 2 2 2 2 Total Sign No. 3(13) 3 2 2 2

42sf 42sf 42sf 42sf 42sf 42sf Maximum Sign Area 216sf (13) 216sf 96sf 96sf 96sf

RR1 RR2 RS SFR RG RA Sign Type C and UC CR IP I AI
P(1) P(1) P(1) P(1) P(1) P(1) Portable P(1) P(1) P(1) P(1) P(1)
P(2) P(2) P(2) P(2) P(2) P(2) Wall P(4) P(4) P(3) P(3) P(3)
P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) Suspended P(7) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5)
P(7) P(7) P(7) P(7) P(7) P(7) Banner P(8) P(8) P(8) P(8) P(8)
P(9) P(9) P(9) P(9) P(9) P(9) Canopy P(9) P(9) P(9) P(9) P(9)
N N N N N N Window P(7) P(5) N N N
N N N N N N Roof Integral P(5) P(5) N N N

P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) Projecting P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5) P(5)
N N N N N N Freestanding P(10) P(11) P(10) P(10) P(10)
N N N N N N Changeable Copy P(12) P(12) P(12) P(12) P(12)
N N N N N N Marquee P P N N N
N N N N N N Animated N E(12) N N N
N N N N N N EMC – Static Display E(10) E(11) E(10) E(10) E(10)
N N N N N N EMC – Dynamic Display N E(11) N N N

RR1 RR2 RS SFR RG RA Sign Type C and UC CR IP I AI
KEY: N – Not Permitted      P – Permitted       E – Special Exception         sf – square feet
NOTES:

Chapter 235, Attachment 5
City of Laconia Table VI
Table of Sign Regulations

[Amended 10-14-1997 by Ord. No. 10.97.10; 5-22-2000 by Ord. No. 05.2000.05; 5-27-2014 
by Ord. No. 03.2014.03; by Ord No. 05-27-2014; by Ord 235-2019]

Note: Total sign number for each business. Maximum sign area for lot excluding development

13. Total number of signs is limited to two (2) and maximum sign area is 96 square feet in the following area: for any lot having frontage on North Main St between Beacon St. 
E and Church St., on Pleasant St. from New Salem St. to Water St., Water St. from Beacon St. W to N. Main St., all of Canal St., all of Veterans Square, and all of both Beacon St. 
E and W.

12. May be incorporated into wall, freestanding, marquee, roof integral, suspended, projected, directory signs, and EMC’s where otherwise allowed.

11. Maximum size of one face shall not exceed 50% of the maximum sign area permitted or the maximum size of a wall sign as permitted in the district, whichever is less. 
Height limit is 20 feet.

10. Maximum size of one face shall not exceed 50% of the maximum sign area permitted or the maximum size of a wall sign as permitted in the district, whichever is less, 
Height limit is 12 feet.

9.   Maximum size of signs are to be calculated as the face of a wall sign.
8.   Maximum size: 32 square feet.
7.   Maximum size: 12 square feet.
6.   Maximum size: 24 square feet. Signs may not project into public ROW where buildings are located 4 feet or closer to the front of lot line.
5.   Maximum size: 18 square feet.
4.   Maximum size: 72 square feet.
3.   Maximum size: 48 square feet.
2.   Maximum size: 24 square feet.

1.   Maximum size: 16 square feet, including all faces. Sandwich boards are permitted, provided that they are removed daily. See Chapters 109 and 201 of the Public 
Ordinances for signs in the public right‐of‐way.



Definitions 
SIGN - Any device, fixture, placard, landscaping or structure that uses any color, form, graphic, illumination, 
symbol or writing to advertise, announce the purpose of or identify the purpose of a person or entity or to 
communicate information of any kind to the public. 
 
SIGN, ANIMATED - A sign, or part of a sign, employing actual motion or the appearance of motion, that does 
not employ the use of a panel of lights to create the copy or images themselves, including; 
    (a)   Tracer or chase sequence lights that turn on and off quickly and in succession; 
    (b)  Flashing, where either words, lights, or images change or intermittently flash on and off, or give the 

appearance of changing, blinking or flashing; 
    (c)   Any sign or part of a sign that changes physical position. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN AREA-The area of a sign shall include all of the surface area on which the letters, pictures, designs and 
symbols appear, together with the background, on which they are displayed, whether open or closed, and 
all beveled, rounded, angled or bordering surfaces intended or designed to enhance the visual impact of the 
sign. The area of a sign does not include its sides, or any supporting framework and bracing that is incidental 
to the display itself and is not designed to attract attention. Where the sign consists of letters or symbols 
affixed to a surface or building, without any distinguishing border, panel or background, the area shall be 
considered to be the smallest rectangle or shape which encompasses all of the letters and symbols. [Added 
5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN, BANNER - Any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is permanently or temporarily mounted 
at one or more edges. National flags, state or municipal flags shall not be considered "banners." 
 
SIGN, BUILDING MARKER - Any sign indicating the name, date of construction or incidental information about 
a building, which sign is cut into a masonry surface or made of bronze or other permanent material. 
  
SIGN, CANOPY - Any sign that is part of or attached to an awning, canopy or other fabric, plastic or structural 
protective cover over a door, entrance, window or outdoor service area. A marquee is not a "canopy." 
 
SIGN, CHANGEABLE COPY - A non-digital sign or portion thereof with characters, letters or illustrations that can 
be changed or rearranged without altering the face of the surface of the sign. A sign on which the message 
automatically changes shall be considered an animated sign or Electronic Message Center and not a changeable 
copy sign for purposes of this chapter. A sign on which the only copy that changes is an electronic or mechanical 
indication of time or temperature shall be considered a time-and-temperature portion of a sign and not a 
changeable copy sign for purposes of this chapter. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER (EMC) - A sign, or any portion thereof, capable of displaying electronic 
text, symbols, figures, pictures, or images that can be electronically or mechanically changed by remote or 
automatic means. There are two subcategories: 

(a)    SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER (EMC), STATIC - Copy and pictures may not change light intensity 
during the digital message; intensity may only change to comply with the light requirements discussed in 
section 235-60(C). Transition effects shall not be used between digital messages including, but not limited to 
fly in, fading, blinking, or rotation of images or words. 
(b)   SIGN, ELECTRONIC MESSAGE CENTER (EMC), DYNAMIC - Any characteristics of a sign that appear to have 
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movement or that appear to change, that incorporates technology allowing the sign face to change the image 
without having to physically or mechanically replace the sign face or its components. This includes displays 
that incorporate LED, "digital ink", or any other method of technology that allows the sign face to present a 
series of images or displays, to include transition effects such as fly in, fading, blinking, or rotation of images 
or words, scrolling where, in total or in part, letters or images scroll across the face of the sign, flashing, and 
other animated sequences. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 

 
SIGN, DEVELOPMENT IDENTIFICATION - An on-site sign identifying, by logo, trademark, symbol, address, 
name or any combination thereof, of a building, premises or property. [Added 10-14-1997 by Ord. No. 
10.97.10] 
 
SIGN, FLAG - Any fabric, banner or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns or symbols, used as a 
symbol of a government, political subdivision or other entity. 
 
SIGN, FREESTANDING - Any sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on or anchored in the 
ground and that are independent from any building or other structure. 
 
SIGN FRONTAGE - The length along the primary floor of a building front or portion of building front, having 
access on a street. 
 
SIGN, INCIDENTAL - A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot on 
which it is located, such as "no parking," "entrance," "loading only," "telephone" and the like, including 
pricing of fuels. 
 
SIGN, MARQUEE - Any sign attached to or in any manner made part of a permanent rooflike structure 
projecting beyond the wall of a building, generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the 
weather. 
 
SIGN, NAMEPLATE - A sign, giving the name or address, or both, of the owner or occupant of a residential 
building or premises. 
 
SIGN, OFF-PREMISE - A sign that is located on property that is not the premises, property, or site of the use 
identified or advertised in the sign. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN, ON-PREMISE - A sign relating in its subject matter to the lot on which it is located or to an activity 
conducted on the lot. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN, PENNANT - Any lightweight plastic, fabric or other material, whether or not containing a message of 
any kind, suspended from a rope, wire or string, usually in series, designed to move in the wind. 
 
SIGN, PORTABLE - Any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other permanent structure or a sign 
designed to be transported. "Portable signs" may include but are not limited to signs designed to be 
transported by wheels; signs with A- or T-frames; menu and sandwich boards; balloons or other inflated 
devices used as signs; umbrellas used for advertising; beacons; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles 
parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day 
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operations of the business. 
 
SIGN, PROJECTING - Any sign affixed to a building or wall in such a manner that its leading edge extends 
more than six inches beyond the surface of and is not essentially parallel to such building or wall. 
 
SIGN, ROOF INTEGRAL - Any sign erected or constructed as an integral or essentially integral part of a normal 
roof structure or visual vertical cap or terminus of any design, such that no part of the sign extends vertically 
above the highest portion of the roof, cap or terminus and such that no part of the sign is separated from 
the rest of the roof by a space of more than six inches. [Amended 10-14-1997 by Ord. No. 10.97.10] 
 
SIGN, SANDWICH BOARD - A sign, utilizing an A-frame or easel-type frame, which is not permanently 
attached to the ground or a building. This sign may have changeable copy. [Amended 10-14-1997 by Ord. 
No. 10.97.10] 
 
SIGN, SUSPENDED - A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface and is 
supported by such surface. 
 
SIGN, VEHICLE - Any sign exceeding four square feet in area mounted, painted, placed on, attached or affixed 
to a trailer, watercraft, truck, automobile or other form of motor vehicle so parked or placed so that the sign 
thereon is discernible from a public street or right-of-way as a means of communication and which by its 
location, size, and manner of display is reasonably calculated to exhibit commercial advertising identifying 
an on-premise business or supplying directional information to an off-premise business. A vehicle sign may 
be defined as a vehicle that functions primarily as a sign rather than as a transportation device, as 
determined by any combination of the following factors: 
     (a) The absence of a current, lawful license plate affixed to the vehicle on which the sign is displayed; 

     (b) The vehicle upon which the sign is displayed is not parked in a lawful or authorized location or is on 
blocks or other supports or is parked in a manner that is not in conformity with the identified parking 
space on the lot; 
(c) The vehicle is parked for extended periods of time, both during business hours and when the 
business is closed and the land and vegetation surrounding the vehicle shows signs that the vehicle has 
not often moved; 
(d) The vehicle remains parked on the premises after normal business hours when customers and 
employees are not normally present on the premises. 

     (e) Vehicle signs are prohibited in all districts. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 
 
SIGN, WALL - A sign attached to, painted on or erected against the wall of a building with the face in a parallel 
plane to the plane of the building wall, and projecting no more than 14 inches from the building wall. 
 
SIGN, WINDOW - Any sign, pictures, symbol, or combination thereof, designed to communicate information 
about an activity, business, commodity, event, sale or service, that is placed inside or upon glass and is visible 
from the exterior of a building or structure. Such signs shall be permitted as long as they do not cover more 
than 75% of the total visible widow casing area. [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] 

ARTICLE IX 
Signs 
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§235-51. Purposes. 
 
The purposes of these sign regulations are to: 
 

A. Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication in the City of Laconia. 
 

B. Maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment of the City while retaining the city's 
ability to attract and encourage economic development and growth. 
 

C. Improve pedestrian and traffic safety. 
 

D. Minimize possible adverse effects of signs on nearby public and private property. 
 

E. Enable fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations.  
 
§235-52 permit required. [Amended 8-14-2000 by Ord. No. 07.2000.07] 
 

Except as otherwise provided in - 235-53, Signs allowed and exempted from permit requirements, 
no sign may be erected, placed, replaced, moved, enlarged, illuminated, or substantially altered in the City 
of Laconia without a permit in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. No permit shall be issued 
until a Master Signage Plan is filed with the City of Laconia for the parcel on which a permit is being sought. 
A permit application and fee shall be submitted to the Director of Planning and Community Development 
or his or her designee and include a set of plans to an appropriate scale showing the location, size, method 
of illumination and materials proposed for said sign. If required for development of the parcel, site plan 
approval from the Planning Board must be received prior to issuance of a permit. 
 
§235-53. Signs allowed and exempted from permit requirements. 
 

The following signs, excluding those prohibited under - 235-57, Prohibited signs, are exempt from 
the permit requirements of 235-52, Permit required. The failure to comply with any provisions of this 
section is considered a violation of this chapter: 
 

A. Permanent signs. Permanent signs are as follows: 
 

 (1) Signs not exceeding four square feet in area that are customarily 
associated with residential use and that are not of a commercial nature, such as: 
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(a) Nameplate signs giving property identification names or numbers or names 
of occupants. 

 
(b) Signs on mailboxes or newspaper tubes. 

 
(c) Signs posted on private property relating to private parking or warning the 

public against trespassing or danger from animals. 
 

(2) Signs erected by or on behalf of or pursuant to the authorization of a 
governmental body, including legal notices, identification and informational signs, and traffic, directional or 
regulatory signs. 
 

(3) Official signs of a noncommercial nature erected by public utilities. 
 

(4) Flags of any governmental organization when not displayed in connection with a 
commercial promotion or as an advertising device. No flag shall exceed 60 square feet in area or be flown 
from a pole which is more than 40 feet in height from ground level. 
 

(5) Incidental signs directing and guiding traffic on private property that do not 
exceed four square feet each and that bear no advertising matter. 
 

(6) Building marker signs that do not exceed four square feet in area. 
 

B. Temporary signs. Temporary signs are as follows: 
 

(1) [Amended 5-27-14 by Ord. No. 03.2014.03] On-premise signs containing the 
message that the real estate on which the sign is located [including building(s)] is for sale, lease or rent, 
together with information identifying the owner or agent. 
 

(a) Individual lots. Such signs may not exceed six square feet in area in 
residential districts or 32 square feet in area in nonresidential districts and shall be removed within 14 days 
after the sale, lease or rental of the property. For lots of less than five acres, a single sign on each street 
frontage may be erected. For lots of five acres or more in area and having a street frontage in excess of 400 
feet, a second sign not exceeding six square feet in area may be erected. 
 

(b) Subdivision developments. Where multiple lots within a single subdivision 
are being marketed for sale, one on-premise sign, up to 32 square feet in area, may be erected. Provided it 
is maintained in good repair, as determined by the Director of Planning and Community Development or 
his or her designee, it may remain in place for no longer than two years with one two-year extension as may 
be issued by the Director of Planning and Community Development or his or her designee. [Amended 8-14-
2000 by Ord. No. 07.2000.07] 
 

(2)  Construction site identification signs. Such on-premise signs may identify the 
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project, the owner or developer, architect, engineer, contractor and subcontractors, funding sources, and 
may contain related information including but not limited to sale or leasing information. Not more than 
one such sign may be erected per site, and it may not exceed 32 square feet in area. Such signs shall not be 
erected prior to the issuance of a building permit and shall be removed within 30 days after the issuance 
of the final occupancy permit. 
 

(3) Signs attached temporarily to the interior of a building window or glass door. 
Such signs, individually or collectively, may not cover more than 75% of the surface area of the transparent 
portion of the window or door to which they are attached. Such signs shall be removed within 30 days 
after placement. 

 
(4) Displays, including lighting, erected in connection with the observance of 

holidays. Such signs shall be removed within 30 days following the holidays. 
 

(5) Political signs erected in connection with elections or political campaigns 
pursuant to RSA 664:17, Placement and Removal of Political Advertising. Such signs shall be removed by 
the candidate no later than the second Friday following the election unless the election is a primary and 
the advertising concerns a candidate who is a winner in the primary. No such sign may exceed 16 square 
feet in area. 

 
(6) Signs, including pennant signs, indicating that a special event such as a grand 

opening, fair, carnival, circus, festival, or similar event is to take place on the lot where the sign is located. 
Such signs may be erected not sooner than three weeks before the event and must be removed not later 
than five days after the event. 
 

(7) Temporary on-premise signs not covered in the foregoing categories. Such signs 
must meet the following restrictions: 
 

(a) Not more than one such sign may be located on any lot. 
 

(b) Such a sign may not be displayed for longer than seven 
consecutive days nor more than 14 days out of any one-year period. 
 

(c) No such sign may exceed four square feet in area. 
 
§235-54. Design, construction and maintenance. 
 

A. All signs shall be designed, constructed and maintained in accordance with this chapter, 
the Building Code and the Electrical Code.' Except for portable signs, all signs shall be constructed of 
permanent materials and shall be permanently attached to the ground, a building or other structure. All 
signs shall be maintained in good structural condition in compliance with the Building and Electrical Codes 
and with this chapter at all times. 
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B. Downtown Riverfront District. Signs within the DR shall be constructed of natural 
materials, including wood, masonry, stone, metal or other material that resembles a natural material. Sign 
design shall be complimentary to the architectural style of the building and be similar to signage that 
respects the historical period of the structure. [Added 5-22-2000 by Ord. No. 05.2000.05] 
 
Editor's Note: See Ch. 119, Building Construction, and Ch. 135, Electrical Standards. 
 
§235-55. Master Signage Plan. 
 

No permit shall be issued for an individual sign requiring a permit unless and until a Master Signage 
Plan for the lot on which the sign will be erected has been submitted. No sign permit shall be issued if the 
Master Signage Plan reveals that the total existing sign area on a lot, or the total existing sign area for an 
individual principal use on a lot is in excess of the sign area standards contained in this chapter. If the total 
existing sign area on a lot or for an individual principal use on a lot is reduced so as to comply with the sign 
area standards, then additional sign permits may be issued, provided that the lot or the individual principal 
use on a lot remains in compliance with the sign area standards at all times. The Master Signage Plan shall 
contain the following: 
 

A. An accurate plan of the lot, to scale, showing the location of buildings, parking lots, 
driveways and landscaped areas. 

 
B. The location of all existing signs. 

 
C. A description of each existing sign including type, size, height above ground, materials 

and method of illumination. If located on a building, the location shall be described. 
 

D. A photograph of each existing sign shall be included. 
 

E. The location of each proposed or future sign for which applications for permits will be 
submitted. 
 
§235-56. Computations. 
 

A. Computation of area of individual signs. The area of a sign shall include all of the surface 
area on which the letters, pictures, designs and symbols appear, together with the background, on which 
they are displayed, whether open or closed, and all beveled, rounded, angled or bordering surfaces 
intended or designed to enhance the visual impact of the sign. The area of a sign does not include its sides, 
or any supporting framework and bracing that is incidental to the display itself and is not designed to 
attract attention. Where the sign consists of letters or symbols affixed to a surface or building, without any 
distinguishing border, panel or background, the area shall be considered to be the smallest rectangle or 
shape which encompasses all of the letters and symbols. The area of one face of a double-faced sign, even 
if the two faces are not identical in message, shall be regarded as the total area of the sign, provided that 
such sign faces are part of the same sign structure and are not more than 42 inches apart. 
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B. Computation of height of a freestanding sign. The height of a sign shall be computed 

as the distance from the base of the sign at normal grade to the top of the highest attached component 
of the sign. Normal grade shall be construed to be the lower of the existing grades before construction, or 
the newly established grade after construction exclusive of any filling, berming, mounding, or excavating 
solely for the purpose of locating the sign. 
 

  C. Signs Properties bisected by District boundaries shall abide by the most restrictive 
zone's sign regulations.  
 
§235-57. Prohibited signs. 
 
All signs not expressly permitted under this chapter or exempt from permit requirements hereunder are 
prohibited in the City of Laconia. Such signs include, but are not limited to, the following: 
 

A. On corner lots, signs of a height between 21/2 and eight feet above street grade in an area 
bounded by the adjacent street right-of-way lines and a straight line joining points along said right-of-way 
lines 20 feet from the point of their intersection. 

 
B. Signs, or any point in a sign, higher than the roof ridge, the plate of a flat roof or the 

highest point of the roof. 
 

C. Wall signs installed in such a way that windows on any story of a building are 
blocked. 

 
D. Projecting signs that are lower than eight feet above grade or protrude above the sills 

of the windows above the first story. 
 

E. Pennant signs except as specified in - 235-53B, Temporary signs. 
 

F. No sign shall contain any flashing lights, except such portion of a sign which consists 
solely of indicators of time and temperature or is part of an animated sign. [Added 1014-1997 by Ord. No. 
10.97.10] 

G. Off-premise signs, except for temporary signs permitted, shall meet zoning standards, 
and may be allowed by Special Exception by the Zoning Board of Adjustment if the Board determines: 

(1)   Circumstances, unique to the structure, use or access, and the area in which the 
structure, use or access is located, exist, and 

(2)    The additional sign or sign area is necessary or desirable for public information 
and safety, and 

(3)   The additional sign or sign area is compatible with the area in which the sign will 
be located. 

(4)   Off-premise temporary signs for the purposes of advertising special events shall 
be exempt from this section. 
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§235-58. Table of Sign Regulations. 
 

The following table displays the number, area and type of signs permitted for nonresidential uses 
in each of the zoning districts, and subject to the following provisions: 
 
35. Editor’s note: Said table is included at the end of this chapter.  
 

A. The total number of signs for each business is indicated in the table. The total sign area 
for each lot shall not exceed the lesser of the following: 
 

(1) In the C and CR Districts, an area equal to 1.5 square foot per linear sign 
frontage, or the maximum sign area indicated in the table. 

 
(2) In all other districts, an area equal to one square foot per linear 

sign frontage, or the maximum sign area indicated in the table. 
 

B.  Freestanding and portable signs are permitted on the basis of one per lot where the lot 
frontage is less than or equal to 500 feet. Where lot frontage is greater than 500 feet, a second freestanding 
and a second portable sign are permitted. 
 

C. Where there is no sign frontage on a lot, freestanding and portable signs are 
permitted with sign areas that do not exceed the maximum sign area indicated in the table. 

 
D. For uses located on upper and lower floors with no sign frontage, window signs are 

permitted in addition to identification on a directory sign affixed to the building at the ground floor entry 
door providing access to said use. Directory signs are limited to 12 square feet in size. 

 
E. Portable signs shall be located so as not to inhibit, obstruct or be a safety hazard to 

pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 
 

§235-59. Development identification signs. [Amended 10-14-1997 by Ord. No. 10.97.10] 
 

Development identification signs shall not be considered in the calculation of any total square 
footage of sign area permitted on individual lots or for individual tenants or occupants. However, they shall 
meet the height requirement in the district in which they are located. 
 

A. Residential. One freestanding sign of up to 20 square feet in area is permitted at the main 
entrance to a residential subdivision or development for the purpose of identifying such subdivision or 
development. Where such developments or subdivisions are further subdivided into distinct areas, an 
additional freestanding identification sign of up to 12 square feet in area may be erected at the access 
point to said area. 
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B. Nonresidential. For nonresidential developments, the property or building name may be 
displayed on one of the permitted signs. The maximum area of the single sign utilized for this purpose may 
be increased by 30% for the purpose of displaying this information as a development identification sign, in 
which case no separate development identification sign shall be permitted. 
 
§235-60. Illumination of signs. 
 

A.   No sign in residential districts may be illuminated from within, but may be illuminated by 
a fully shielded external light source. For nonresidential uses in residential districts, signs may be 
illuminated during the hours that the use is open or in operation, or between the hours of 6:00 am and 
11:00 pm.  

 
B.  Fixtures used to illuminate signs shall be located, aimed, and shielded so as to minimize 

glare perceptible to drivers, pedestrians, bicyclists, and other passersby within adjacent streets or rights-
of-way. Light sources shall utilize energy efficient fixtures to the greatest extent practicable. Light fixtures 
including bulbs or tubes used for sign illumination shall be selected and positioned to achieve the desired 
brightness of the sign which ensuring compliance withal applicable requirements of this Chapter. 

 
C.  Illuminance of a sign face shall not exceed the following standards: 

(1)  External illumination: Illumination suspended or located on the exterior of a sign, 
such as goose-neck fixtures shall be limited to 50 foot-candles as measured on the sign 
face.  
(2)   Internal illumination: Illumination of signs from within, but with no graphic displays 
shall be limited to 10,000 nits (candelas per square meter measured perpendicular to the 
rays from the source) during daylight hours, and 500 nits between dusk and dawn, as 
measured at the sign's face.  
(3)   Direct illumination: No more than 10,000 nits during daylight hours, and 500 nits 
between dusk and dawn, as measured at the sign's face. 
(4) All electronic changing signs shall be equipped with automatic dimming controls, 
so the brightness level will be highest during the day and lowest at night. Manufacturer 
specifications shall be submitted at the time of the sign permit specifying maximum sign 
brightness. 
 

D.   Electronic Message Center (EMC): 
All permitted EMCs shall be equipped with a sensor or other device that automatically determines the 
ambient illumination and programmed to automatically dim according to ambient light conditions at all 
times of the day or night. Electronic changing signs may be freestanding or building mounted, one or two-
sided, may be a component of a larger sign or billboard, and shall conform to the following minimum 
requirements along with all other requirements for signage within this ordinance 

(1) Electronic Message Center portion of the sign shall not make up more than 75% of 
the actual sign surface. In no case shall an electronic message center exceed 32 square feet. 
(2) Animation on Static EMCs shall be limited to the actual changing of the message. 
No flashing, blinking, or pulsating of lights shall be allowed. Electronic Message Centers 
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must be equipped to freeze in one position or discontinue the display in the event that a 
malfunction occurs. 
 
(3) Minimum Display Time: All illumination elements on the face of Static electronic 
changing signs shall remain at a fixed level of illumination for a period of not less than five 
minutes. 
(4) No more than one EMC will be allowed per lot. 
(5) Software for operating the EMC must be able to show current and factory 
brightness levels upon request. The owner/installer of Electronic Message Displays shall 
certify as part of the application that signs will not exceed the brightness levels specified in 
this section. 
 

§235-61. Insurance requirements for nongovernmental signs in a public right-of-way. 
 

Any applicant for a permit to locate a sign over the public right-of-way, in accordance with this 
chapter, shall file with the City a certificate of insurance indemnifying the City against any form of liability in 
the minimum amount of $100,000. No permit shall be issued prior to the receipt of said certificate and the 
permit shall be valid only so long as the certificate remains in effect. The policy shall provide for advance 
notification to the City in the event of cancellation. Should the policy lapse or be cancelled, the applicant 
shall remove the sign immediately. 
 
§235-62. Nonconforming signs. 
 

A sign lawfully installed prior to the adoption of this chapter for which a permit has been 
previously issued, or if a permit is obtained for said sign within six months after the effective date of 
this chapter, shall be deemed a permitted nonconforming sign. Such a nonconforming sign shall, 
however, be subject to the following regulations: 

 
A. No nonconforming sign shall be altered in any way in structure or material which makes 

the sign less in compliance with the requirements of this chapter than it was prior to the alteration. 
 
B. No nonconforming sign shall be relocated to a position making it less in 

compliance with the requirements of this chapter. 
 
C. If the nonconforming sign is removed, except for maintenance or seasonal storage, it 

shall be replaced only with a sign that is in conformance with the provisions of this chapter. 
 
D. Should a nonconforming sign be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than 75% of 

its replacement cost at the time of its destruction, it shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with 
the provisions of this chapter. 
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