April 9, 2021 - Edition #483

The Colonial Theatre marquee - a sign of things to come!
(photo compliments of W. Stephen Loughlin)

Welcome to
Laconia Links!
We hope you enjoy this issue
of our weekly e-mail newsletter created to keep you up to
date on City of Laconia news
and activities. If you would
like the newsletter sent to
your email each Friday, or if
you have changes to your
email subscription, please
call the City Manager’s office
at 527-1270 or email us at
info@laconianh.gov.

This year’s Spring Clean-Up Day for Laconia residents is
scheduled for Saturday, May 15th.
Please click here for details and more information about the event.
Questions? Call the Department of Public Works at 528-6379.

Don’t forget to use our convenient Bulky Item Pickup service!
For just $6 per item you can have bulky items eligible for collection
picked up curbside on your regular trash day (metal items
picked up on a pre-arranged pickup date).
Bulky item stickers can be purchased ($6/item) at the City Clerk’s office or at our Public Works Dept.
Please call Public Works at 528-6379 with questions or to arrange a pickup day for metal items.

For general information: 527-1270

www.laconianh.gov
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Family Craft: Paint Scratching - Spring
Scenes
April 13, 2021, 3:00 PM - 3:45 PM
Make your very own paint scratching
paper, and then create a Spring design!
We’ll be coloring, painting, and then
scratching paint off to reveal beautiful
colored designs! Join us on Facebook
Live on Tuesday, April 13 at 3:00 pm to
see how to make this fun Spring artwork! For families with
kids ages 3-12.

Teen & Tween Programs to
Go! Tissue Paper Painting
April 1, 2021 - April 30, 2021
Create a multi-colored masterpiece
complete with wax relief design!
For teens and tweens aged 9-19.

Adult Takeaway Craft:
Save the Bees!
April 1 - April 30, 2021
Save the bees! There are TWO crafts to
make this month: create a cute bee
watering place, and plant some beefriendly flowers. All materials provided,
although supplies are limited, so
please reserve a kit. (flowerpot in the
kit will be larger than the one pictured). Call, email or text the
Library to reserve yours while they last! Phone 524-4775,
Text 556-4666 or email info@laconialibrary.org
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NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANE SOCIETY
MORE THAN A CENTURY CARING FOR THOSE WITHOUT A VOICE

Meet This Week’s Featured Pets!
Meet Buddy: A 12-year-old neutered
male - Domestic Short Hair
Buddy is a giant mush, a sweetie peetie,
if you will. However, he does need some
time to warm up before he lets his walls
down. When he does, holy moly does he
melt your heart.
Buddy may do well in a home with a cat
friend or two, however, it may be best for
him not to have boisterous pups running
around to spook him.

Meet Brownie: A 1½-year-old neutered
male - Pitbull Mix
Brownie is the class clown and is sure to
make you laugh! He loves to play fetch,
sit in baskets and boxes like a big cat,
and make new human friends! Brownie
is food motivated, intelligent and ready
to learn new skills! He will need continued work on impulse control skills and
will need a dedicated owner willing to
continue his training with positive
reinforcement. He plays too rough and
isn’t a candidate for dog parks, daycare,
or frequent dog-dog interactions.
Brownie is looking for a home with adult humans, no cats, and no dogs
(he wants all your love and attention!)

CONSIDER SAVING A LIFE TODAY!
Are you interested in adopting Buddy or Brownie? Please complete and submit
an application on-line!
Also, please visit our website to view all of our adoptable animals looking to find
their “furever” homes and visit our Facebook page for our latest news.
Questions? Please contact us at 524-3252.
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LACONIA WATER
DEPARTMENT
988 UNION AVENUE
(603) 524-0901
HYDRANT FLUSHING
NOTICE
As part of our continued effort to maintain
drinking water quality, Laconia Water
Department will be flushing hydrants
April 5th through April 16th
While this may produce discolored water, it is not harmful.
Simply run the cold water until it
clears. There could also be some
fluctuation in pressure for a short
period of time. If you have any
questions, please don’t hesitate
to contact us.

Curbside recycling will be
picked up the week
of April 12, 2021

It’s a sure sign of spring!
As of 5:00 pm on April 16,
2021 the Winter Parking
Ban will be lifted!
Thank you for your
cooperation this past
winter in allowing our
Public Works crews to
more easily plow the
streets and
keep us all safe.

The following update has now been posted to
the City’s website to keep you up-to-date and
informed on what’s happening in your City!
Check out the new Financial and Operational
Trends Report which provides financial information for the current year compared to prior
years in several departments, such as fire and
rescue call data, storm costs, revenue from
motor vehicle registrations and property taxes,
police incidents, overtime costs and much
more!
We hope you find this report helpful
and informative!
Contact the City Mgr’s
office at 527-1270, or
info@laconianh.gov
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LACONIA RESIDENTS:
DON’T FORGET TO
REGISTER YOUR DOGS!
Please remember to register your dogs for
the 2021 year. To renew online: Go to
www.laconianh.gov, Online Bill Pay, Dog
Licensing
By Mail: City Clerk’s Office, PO BOX 489,
Laconia NH 03247, please include a selfaddressed stamped envelope.
1st dog for an owner 65+
Spay/Neutered dog
Unaltered dog
Late charge per month as of 6/1
Civil Fine for failure to register

$2.00
$6.50
$9.00
$1.00
$25.00

All dogs are to be
registered by April
30th each year.
Questions? Please call the City Clerk’s
Office at 527-1265.

BOLDUC PARK GOLF COURSE IS OPEN
FOR THE SEASON!
Daily, 7am – 7pm
Average Donation for 9 holes of
golf - $9.00, Disc golf - $5.00
We are located at 282 Gilford Avenue at
the Laconia/Gilford Town Line

OPEN HOUSE FOR VOLUNTEERS AT
BOLDUC PARK
Saturday, April 10, 9am to noon
Come and learn about volunteer
opportunities at Bolduc Park.
Greet visitors in the clubhouse or help with
course maintenance.

Volunteers are eligible for free golf, disc golf
and cross country skiing!
For more information on how to join the
non-profit Bolduc Park Association activities,
call Bob at 387-4208.

We look forward to seeing you!
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Fraud Surrounding COVID-19 is Increasing
As the number of people and communities affected by the COVID-19 pandemic grows, so do the scams associated with it. Scammers use public health emergencies as opportunities for new fraud schemes, and because
older adults are at greater risk for serious illness from COVID-19, they may target older populations.
It’s important to remember that although the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and other
public health officials may contact you if they believe you may have been exposed to the virus, they will not
need to ask you for insurance or financial information.

Scammers rapidly alter their tactics and adapt their schemes to the changing landscape, and we anticipate that
they will leverage the COVID-19 vaccine to prey on unsuspecting beneficiaries. Be vigilant and protect yourself
from potential fraud concerning COVID-19 vaccines and treatments.
Here are things you need to know about the COVID-19 vaccine:
• You will not need to pay anything out-of-pocket to get the vaccine during this public health emergency.
• You cannot pay to put your name on a list to get the vaccine.
• You cannot pay to get early access to the vaccine.
• Be cautious of door-to-door visitors – especially those that are unsolicited or come without notice.
• No one from Medicare or the Health Department with contact you.
• No one from a vaccine distribution site or health care payer, like a private insurance company, will call you
asking for your Medicare number, Social Security number, or your credit card or bank account information
to sign you up to get the vaccine.
• Photos of COVID-19 vaccination cards should not be shared on social media. Posting content that includes
your date of birth, health care details or other personally identifiable information can be used to steal your
identity.
The Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) recommends that Medicare beneficiaries:
• Contact your own doctor if you are experiencing potential symptoms of COVID-19.
• Do not give out your Medicare number, Social Security number, or personal information in response to
unsolicited calls, texts, emails, home visits, or booths at health fairs and other public venues. If your
personal information is compromised, it may be used in other fraud schemes as well.
• Be suspicious of anyone going door-to-door to offer free coronavirus or COVID-19 testing, supplies,
treatments, or vaccines.
• Carefully review your Medicare Summary Notice (MSN) or Explanation of Benefits (EOB), looking for errors
or claims for products or services that weren’t received.
• Follow the instructions of your state or local government for other actions you should be taking in response
to COVID-19.
• Contact your local SMP for help. SMPs empower and assist Medicare beneficiaries, their families, and
caregivers to prevent, detect, and report health care fraud, errors, and abuse.
The Senior Medicare Patrol (SMP) is ready to provide you with the information you need to PROTECT yourself
from Medicare fraud, errors, and abuse; DETECT potential fraud, errors, and abuse; and REPORT your
concerns. SMPs help educate and empower Medicare beneficiaries in the fight against health care fraud. Your
SMP can help you with your questions, concerns, or complaints about potential fraud and abuse issues. It also
provides information and educational presentations. To locate your local Senior Medicare Patrol, call 1-877-808
-2468 or visit www.smpresource.org.
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Our sincere thanks to Warren D. Huse, the
Laconia Historical and Museum Society,
and the Laconia Daily Sun for providing a
glimpse into our community’s past…..
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Reminder to
Property Owners

The City Clerk’s Office needs your help!
We are looking for a Moderator for Ward 2
for all of our local, State and Federal
elections. This is a paid position. You must
be a resident of Ward 2. If you are
interested, please call the City Clerk’s Office
at 527-1265 and ask to speak with City
Clerk Cheryl Hebert.

Thank you!

If your home is your primary residence and if you are over
65, you may qualify for an elderly exemption on your
property value. Please note that income limits for elderly
exemptions are $25,000 single / $35,000 married, and
asset limits are $75,000 not including the value of a home
on up to 2 acres.
If you are a veteran and your
home is your primary residence,
you may qualify for a veteran’s
credit.
Please call the Assessing Office at 527-1268 for
additional information. The filing deadline is April 15th!

Important Notice from the Department of Public Works…...
Recycling containers should not be used for trash!

Please do not use recycling containers for disposing of your trash at any time.
During recycling week the trash collection crew will not check any container marked
“Recycling”. When the recycling crew finds trash in a recycling container they will not
collect it. That means your trash will not be collected for that week as the crew will not
go back in this situation to collect the trash that was in the recycling container.
During non-recycling weeks, the crews will skip over and not empty any recycling container as it is not a recycling collection week. The trash crew in this situation will also not go back to collect the trash. Please contact
DPW at 528-6379 for more information or answers to any questions you may have.

Spring is finally here and our fields and facilities
are beginning to open up soon for the spring
and summer season!
Please check out our website for an updated list
as they become available for use. Questions?
Call the Parks and Recreation office at 524-5046.
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During the weeks of May 3 - May 7, and May 17 - May 21
the City’s contractor will pick up an additional
10 bags of leaves during these two weeks on
your normal trash day. All materials must be
placed in paper compost bags.
Please note that yard waste will be
collected by a separate truck, not the
normal trash collection truck.
Questions? Please call the Department of
Public Works at 528-6379.
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Colonial Theatre Updates...

Our thanks to City Councilor
Robert Hamel
for providing these photos!

Before

Before

After
Also be sure toAfter
check the Colonial Theatre’s
Facebook page here for renovation updates!
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Please join us at “The Compassion Tournament”:
An annual golf tournament benefitting
NH Humane Society’s Emergency Animal
Fund - Providing lifesaving care for homeless
animals in need
Monday, May 10, 2021 at the Laconia
Country Club. Space is limited! Click here to
purchase tickets and for more information.
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Volunteers Needed for Local
Conservation Projects
If you don't mind getting your hands dirty, Amelia
Kaufhold, Volunteer Coordinator for Environmental
Stewardship and Food Assistance in Belknap
County, probably has a volunteer opportunity for you.
Spring Plant Sale - Throughout the month of April, volunteers are needed starting
April 7th to pack up this year's record number of plant orders for the Belknap County Conservation District (BCCD) Spring Tree, Shrub and Trout Sale. Volunteers will
be packing plants at Picnic Rock Farm, 85 Daniel Webster Highway (Route #3),
Meredith, NH. The BCCD Plant Sale is April 30-May 2nd. To volunteer, sign up
online by visiting the www.belknapccd.org under the ‘Get Involved’ tab or enter into
your internet search https://signup.com/go/tYKqZnf The Conservation District
received twice as many orders as last year, so more help is needed. With deliveries underway from suppliers,
the District is no longer able to fill new orders, but will have some surplus items available during the
Plant Sale weekend.
The updated Belknap County Conservation District website: www.belknapccd.org includes information about
volunteering as well as good conservation information. Upcoming volunteer opportunities include spring
clean ups on the Wetland Walk at Gunstock in Gilford and the BCCD community garden along Parade Road
in Laconia. Sign up dates will be posted to help with raking and minor repairs at ¼ mile boardwalk trail, pollinator garden planting and installing interpretive signs at Gunstock. The Laconia community garden needs
volunteers for clean up and tilling in May.

Zoom Festival premiers this Friday!
Powerhouse Theatre Collaborative is kicking off its 2021 season with a
new play Zoom Festival which premiers on Friday, April 16 on the
Belknap Mill’s YouTube channel and is available to watch anytime
through April 25th. Produced in collaboration with the Community Players
of Concord, NH, seven teams have been hard at work creating theatre
magic designed to be performed on Zoom.
Written by NH playwrights in our Fall 2020 playwriting workshop, plays
by Chuck Fray, Doug Schwarz, Doreen Sheppard, Sharleigh Thompson,
and Brenda Wilbert will be directed by Doris Ballard, Ken Chapman,
Lauren Shelby Douglas, Katie Dunn, Katie Griffiths, Joel Iwaskiewicz,
and Judi Rogato. While there is nothing particularly inappropriate for
younger viewers, the subject matter of the plays is more geared towards
older teens and adults. The Festival is generously sponsored by Taylor Community and Chisholm, Persson
and Ball PC.
The Zoom Festival will be available on the Belknap Mill’s YouTube channel.
The link will be available on Powerhouse Theatre Collaborative’s and the
Community Players of Concord’s FB or website pages. There is no fee to watch
the plays, but if a viewer is inspired to help Powerhouse and the Players raise
money for future productions, donations to both organizations will be gladly
accepted via their websites.
Powerhouse’s 2021 season is generously sponsored by Spectacle Live.
For more details on Powerhouse and all the programs at the Belknap Mill
or to find out how to become a sponsor, visit www.belknapmill.org or email
powerhouse@belknapmill.org.
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"Send a gift to our
Earth": Earth Day is celebrated
World-wide on April 22nd
On Saturday, April 17th members of the Green
Sanctuary Committee of the Unitarian Universalist
Society of Laconia, in partnership with the LaconiaGilford Lions Club, are collecting recyclable plastic
from 12 noon until 4:00 pm in front of the little white
church at 172 Pleasant Street.
We can all help this recycling activity now by starting to save soft plastics and not throw them into the
trash. We ARE collecting clean plastic bags and
wrappers, plastic grocery bags, pet food bags, vegetable bags (potatoes, carrots, celery, rice, etc.),
bubble-wrap, air packing bags, bread bags, wraps
from around 6-pack cans of juice and dry-cleaning
bags. We ARE NOT collecting hard plastic, for
example rigid containers.
Why is this important? Plastic bags that are not
recycled end up in landfills or in the sea contaminating our drinking water with microplastics and
dangerous chemicals. Plastics also are burned
releasing toxins into our atmosphere.

Medicare’s New
Income and
Assets
Guidelines
for 2021
Please click the image
(left) for a full-sized version of a chart showing
the new 2021 income
and asset guidelines for
Medicare recipients.

Thanks to you, our greater Laconia community, this
past November we collected just shy of 200 lbs. of
soft plastics which were sent to a manufacturer of
composite decking and outdoor furniture in Maine to
be repurposed. Every bit helps. Let's surpass our
previous number of collected pounds of plastic!
Collection will follow COVID-Safe practices:
Collectors will be wearing masks and socially
distanced. Drop offs need to be done by "mask
wearers.“.

We appreciate your help!
Page -14-

Page -15-

Open burning permits are now required in Laconia for the 2021 season. This
includes camp fires, cooking fires and brush piles. Permits can be obtained at either
the Laconia Central Fire Station located at 848 North Main Street or the Weirs
Beach Fire Station at 11 Lucerne Ave.
Only the property owner can obtain a burning permit, unless a Laconia Fire Department Non-Property
Owner Authorization Form has been filled out and signed. These forms are available at both stations
as well.
Answers to some other commonly asked questions are:
* Open burning with a permit is allowed from 5pm to 9am
* The fire must be attended
* You must have sufficient water available to control/extinguish the fire
* Only certain materials can be burned, including but not limited to untreated wood and brush 5”
or less in diameter. NO burning of treated woods, trash, cardboard, or plastics is allowed
(a complete list is available when permit is obtained)
* Category I/II (campfire/cooking fire) must be at least 25 feet from structures,
and Category III or greater fires must be 50 feet from structures.
For a full list of rules and regulations or if you have questions, please contact one
of the fire stations listed above. For Central Station, the number is 524-6881 or the
Weirs Station can be reached at
366-2229.
Until May 1st a property owner may obtain a burning permit by phone. After
May 1st all permits must be obtained in person.

It’s almost gardening time!
Are you interested in having a
gardening spot at the Community
Gardens on State land across the
street from the former State School
property in Laconia?
Please email Lisa Morin at
lisa.morin@nh.nacdnet.net and
use the subject line “Community
Garden Plot”, or call 527-5880 for
more information.
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City of Laconia
Laconia City Hall
45 Beacon St. East
Laconia, NH 03246
www.laconianh.gov
info@laconianh.gov

CITY HALL HOURS:
8:30 am to 4:30 pm
Monday through Friday

CITY OF LACONIA
PHONE
DIRECTORY
Airport ......................................524-5003
Airport Manager - Marv Everson

Assessing ..............................527-1268
Assistant Assessor - Tara Baker

City Clerk ...............................527-1265
City Clerk - Cheryl Hebert

City Manager..........................527-1270
City Manager - Scott Myers

Code Enforcement .................527-1293
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

ServiceLink Resource Center
(603) 528-6945 is the first number
to call for senior services.

Conservation ..........................527-1264
Conservation Tech. - Ashley Ruprecht

Finance ..................................524-3877
Finance Director - Glenn Smith

Licensing ................................528-6331

Check out the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s nutrition information
for older adults to help them eat healthy, reduce disease risk, and
deal with changes that affect appetite and eating.
Click on the image above (left) for tips on unique nutrition needs for
individuals 65 and up and links to state and local agencies and other
community organizations.

Licensing - Lindsey Allen

Planning & Comm. Dev. .........527-1264
Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen

Fire Dept. (Central Station) ...524-6881
Fire Dept. (Weirs Station) ......366-2229
Fire Chief - Kirk Beattie

Library ....................................524-4775
Library Director - Randy Brough

Parks & Recreation ................524-5046
Parks & Rec. Director - Amy Lovisek

Personnel ...............................524-3877
Personnel Administrator - Paula Baumoel

Week of:
April 12 - April 16

Police (Administration) ..........524-5257
Police (Crime Line) ................524-1717
Police Chief - Matthew Canfield

Public Works (Main Office) .......528-6379
Public Works (Transfer Station) 528-5822
Public Works Director - Wes Anderson

Public participation and citizen input is a vital part of City government. Below
is a list of meetings scheduled for the upcoming week. As agendas become
available they will be posted on the City’s website. Also, printed copies of any
agenda are available in the City department in charge of a particular Board or
Commission. You are invited and encouraged to participate in any of our
public meetings.

City Council
April 12, 2021, 7:00 pm
Agenda

Heritage Commission
April 14, 2021, 5:00 pm
Agenda

Laconia Human Relations
Committee
April 12, 2021, 2:30 pm
Agenda

Board of Assessors
April 15, 2021, 5:00 pm

Master Plan Steering Committee
April 13, 2021, 6:30 pm

Tax .........................................527-1269
Tax Collector - Lindsey Allen

Water .....................................524-0901
Superintendent - Ben Crawford

Welfare...................................527-1267
Welfare Technician - Cathy Raymond

City Council Contact Info:

Mayor Andrew Hosmer .............496-2078
Bruce Cheney (Ward 1) ............491-8946
Robert Soucy (Ward 2) .............524-7054
Henry Lipman (Ward 3).............528-0191
Mark Haynes (Ward 4) ..............524-3605
Robert Hamel (Ward 5) .............524-6360
Tony Felch (Ward 6) .................998-1418
General Council E-mail:
citycouncil@laconianh.gov
Visit the City’s website at:
www.laconianh.gov
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