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               Enjoying a nice cool swim on Lake Winnisquam! 
(Photo compliments of W. Stephen Loughlin) 

Welcome to  
Laconia Links! 

We hope you enjoy this  
issue of our weekly e-mail 
newsletter created to keep 
you up to date on City of 
Laconia news and activi-
ties. If you would like the 
newsletter sent to your 

email each Friday, or if you 
have changes to your email 
subscription, please call the 

City Manager’s office at 
(603) 527-1270 or email us 

at info@laconianh.gov. 

 

Curbside recycling  
will be picked  
up the week of  

July 15! 

 
 

Board of Education (3 Year Term): 
Ward 1 
Ward 6   

At-Large  
 

Police Commission (1 Year Term) 
1 At-Large Position 

 
Will be held from 

 
August 7 – August 16, 2024 

 
At the City Clerk’s Office 

8:30am-4:30pm 
 

Katie A. Gargano 
City Clerk 

 
Please note: You must be a registered voter to file for office. 
The last date for additions and corrections to the Checklist 

will be August 6 at 7:00 p.m. at the City Clerk’s Office. 

Filing period for the 
following offices: 

https://www.laconianh.gov
mailto:info@laconianh.gov?subject=Newsletter%20subscription
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Library Hours 
Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 8:00 PM 
Friday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM 
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Goss Reading Room Closed 

Visit our 
website for all 

our Library 
events. 

http://laconialibrary.org 
follow us: @laconialibrary 
call: (603) 524-4775 
text: (603) 556-4666 
email: info@laconialibrary.org 
Sign-up for our monthly email newsletter 

 

https://www.laconianh.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=29
https://www.laconianh.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=29
https://www.laconianh.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=29
https://www.laconianh.gov/calendar.aspx?CID=29
http://laconialibrary.org
https://www.laconianh.gov/803/Newsletter-Sign-Up
https://www.facebook.com/laconialibrary
https://twitter.com/LaconiaLibrary
https://www.instagram.com/laconialibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7Qbt4X-kaiiS5X1WfXWndA
https://www.tiktok.com/@laconialibrary
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ATTENTION – BRIDGE CLOSURE 

ACADEMY STREET BRIDGE OVER DURKEE BROOK,  
LACONIA, NH  

 
The City of Laconia is announcing the planned closure of the Academy Street 
Bridge over Durkee Brook.  
 
The Bridge Replacement Project was originally to be closed from June 24

th
 

through August 30
th
. The Academy Street bridge will now be closed for 

vehicular traffic from July 8
th

 through August 30
th

. There will, however, be 
access for pedestrian crossing.  
   
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out directly to Nate 
Guerette, Assistant Public Works Director at (603) 528-6379 ext. 406. 
 

Thank you for your cooperation! 

Smith Track and Field Closed  
for Renovations  

 
The Laconia Parks & Recreation Department 
would like to make the public aware that the 
Smith Track and Field at Opechee Park is closed 
through the first week of August.  This extended 
closure is due to the much-anticipated renova-
tions of the track. The contractor will be removing 
the current red rubber layer on top of the pave-
ment and replacing it with a fresh layer. They will 
color it the same Sachem Red and it will be lined 
as it is currently.  

  
We are sorry for the inconvenience of the closure, but the area will be better once reopened. For any  
questions regarding this closure, please call our office at 603-524-5046. 

Please see the Public Hearing  
Notice on this page which has been  
published in the Laconia Daily Sun.  

In future issues of the newsletter  
we will continue to provide citizens 

with notices of upcoming Public  
Hearings that may be of interest  

to our community.   
 

If you have questions regarding any Public Hearing shown, please 
call City Hall at 603-527-1270 and we will be happy to direct you to 
the appropriate department. Thank you for staying informed about 

what is happening in City government! 
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Friday, July 26th from 12:00-2:00 

Every Crash is One Too Many  
 

This summer, NHDOT has 80 active construction work 
zones. Sadly, crashes in these zones have doubled 
compared to previous years. Every crash is preventa-
ble, and even one is too many. Remember, those 
working on our roads are our family, friends, and 
neighbors. Slow down, be courteous, and keep your 
eyes on the road. Work zones are temporary; actions 
behind the wheel can last forever 
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Doo-Wop Group Set to Lift Spirits at the Weirs 
Community Park’s Outdoor Amphitheater! 

The Bel Aires return to the Weirs Community Park for a free 
concert on Saturday, July 13th at 6:00pm. This is a popular 
show and draws a great crowd. Be sure to bring lawn chairs 
to place on the grassy tiered seating area. Find a spot facing 
the stage and relax listening to your old favorites. Enjoy the 
comfortable sound system, plenty of parking and state of the 
art restrooms! 
 
The Bel Airs are an acappella Doo Wop and Oldies vocal 
group. They usually draw a healthy crowd and it is not  
uncommon to see many standing up dancing and swaying to 
the harmonized music and, of course, everyone joins in  
clapping and doing the hand jive!!! This genre of harmoniz-
ing began in the 40s and 50s and hasn't changed much. 
There is little or no instrumentation and, of course, the  
“Doo-wop doo-top,” are the made up words that replace the 
instruments. 

 
The Weirs Community Park Association is sponsoring this FREE event at the Weirs Community Park's outdoor   
Amphitheater. The show starts at 6:00pm.  The Weirs Park Amphitheater is located at 49 Lucerne Ave., Weirs 
Beach behind the Weirs Beach Fire Station. In the event of rain, the show will be set up inside the Weirs Community 
Park Hall right next to the park. So visitors should be sure to come rain or shine!    

The Weirs Community Park Amphitheater and Pavilion are available to reserve for special events by emailing 
events.parks@city.lacoinia.nh.us or call 603-524-5046. 

mailto:events.parks@city.lacoinia.nh.us
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The Beetle Books 2024 Challenge Team Seeks  
Children’s Stories and Artwork 

for a Published Collection of Work 
 

The Beetle Books Challenge Team is inviting children in the Lakes Region to submit stories or artwork to be 
published in an anthology that will be sold to raise money for the Greater Lakes Region Children’s Auction. 
 
Children from preschool through grade 12 can take part. Here are the details. 
 
What to submit: We are seeking typed short stories, poems, reflections or other 
pieces of writing, such as an excerpt from a script or play. Also welcome are 
drawings, illustrations or sketches by children. To view the cover of the 2023  
anthology, or order the book, visit janicebeetlebooks.com/shop/ 
 
How to submit: Pieces of writing should be sent as a Word document, or in the 
body of an email, to janice@beetlepress.com. Artwork should be dropped off at 
108 Hickory Stick Lane, Laconia, NH03246, so we can scan it; you may pick it  
up in the fall if you’d like. If you are sure you have a high-resolution file of your 
artwork, you may email PNG or JPG files to janice@beetlepress.com. When  
you submit, please indicate the name of your child, age, and city/town of  
residence, along with the school or organization your child attends. First name 
only is fine if you prefer. 
 
Entry fee: There is a $5 submission fee per piece of writing or art and a cap of up to four submissions per child. 
Fees can be paid directly to the fundraiser on  GiveGab at givegab.com/teams/beetle-books. However, we 
want access for all. If the fee or any of the guidelines present a hardship for a child or family, please email 
Janice at janice@beetlepress.com and accommodations will be made without question. 
 
Deadline: ALL STORIES AND ARTWORK MUST BE SUBMITTED BY FRIDAY, AUG.30,2024. 
 
All stories and art will be compiled in an anthology that will be sold to raise additional funds for the Children’s 
Auction. Books will be available by late fall (and they’d make a great Christmas present!) For more information, 
email Janice@beetlepress.com. 

 

http://www.janicebeetlebooks.com/shop/
mailto:janice@beetlepress.com
mailto:janice@beetlepress.com
http://www.givegab.com/teams/beetle-books
mailto:janice@beetlepress.com
mailto:Janice@beetlepress.com
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Belknap Mill Kids in the Park Family Series returns 
 

On July 1st the Belknap Mill began its 5th year of Kids in the 
Park. This series offers fun in the Mill and Rotary Park for  
children and families each Monday, Wednesday, and Friday in 
July. Events are free and start at 10:00am. The full calendar of 
events can be found on the Mill’s  website belknapmill.org.  
 

This year’s summer series includes the return of North Country 
for the Arts’ IMPACT Theatre. These 45 minute fairy tale theatre 
performances will take place Mondays on the 3rd floor of the 
Mill. Wednesdays and Fridays in Rotary Park will feature kid-
focused activities including learning about the  radio with Lakes 
Media, dancing fitness with Dancing Feet Studio, hiking safety 
with Lakes Region Search and Rescue and NH Fish & Game, 
karate with Sachem Health, yoga with Cassie’s Yoga and Mind-
fulness and safety vehicle’s with Laconia Police and Laconia 
Fire Departments.  “Collaborating  with community partners to provide engaging and fun family programs is 
an important part of our mission at the Belknap Mill.” says Associate Director, Jill Desruisseaux.  
 

The Belknap Mill Society is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization whose mission is to preserve the  
Belknap Mill as a unique historic gathering place and to celebrate the Lakes Region’s cultural  

heritage through the arts, education and civic engagement. 

https://www.belknapmill.org/kidinthepark
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https://belknapmill.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/belknapmill/event.jsp?event=1821&
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Our sincere thanks to Warren D. Huse, the  
Laconia Historical and Museum Society, 

and the Laconia Daily Sun for providing a 
glimpse into our community’s past….. 
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Saturday, July 20, 2024: 9:30 pm 

Saturday, August 3, 2024: 9:30 pm 
Saturday, August 17, 2024: 9:30 pm 

 
RAINDATES: 

 
*Saturday, July 27, 2024: 9:30 pm 

*Saturday, August 10, 2024: 9:30 pm 
*Sunday, September 1, 20243: 9:30 pm 
•These dates are tentative and will only  
occur if a previous show is cancelled. 

It doesn't matter if it's cloudy , your car window is 

cracked open , or you're parked in the shade – none 

of these things protect a child or pet left inside.  
 
Let's all be vigilant and ensure the safety of our little 
ones and furry friends during the hot weather. Stay cool 
and safe!  
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Staffworks Exhibit at Belknap Mill 
 

“ArtWorks” by Lakes Region Community StaffWorks is the 

Riverside Gallery exhibit for July. The exhibit will be up 

through the end of the month. Summer gallery hours are 

Monday through Saturday, 9am-1pm.  

LRCS StaffWorks is dedicated to supporting individuals 

with developmental disabilities or acquired brain disorders 

in achieving their personal and career goals. Staffworks 

helps provide choices and opportunities for employment, 

job training, recreational activities, hobbies, and volunteer 

opportunities in the community. Through comprehensive 

programming, Staffworks fosters independence and pro-

motes a sense of belonging and connectedness within the 

community for the individuals they serve. 

To learn more about upcoming events or programs at the 

Belknap Mill, visit belknapmill.org.  

http://www.belknapmill.org
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Click on the image (left) to 
read the July Monthly  

Newsletter from Pollinator 
Pathways New Hampshire! 

 
It contains a great deal of 
helpful information and a 

list of some upcoming 
events you may want to  

include on your calendar! 

https://www.laconianh.gov/DocumentCenter/View/10652/PPNH-News-July2024
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With the recent Cyanobacteria warnings on Lake Winnipesaukee, and alerts on our own Lake Winnisquam, 
many people are wondering what is causing them, what their impact is, and what can be done to prevent 
them.  
 
What are cyanobacteria? 
 
Cyanobacteria are microscopic organisms that are naturally present in most freshwater lakes and ponds and 
are an essential component of the aquatic ecosystem. Under certain conditions though they can grow rapidly 
and generate visible “blooms”. Blooms can look like scum, streaks, mats or spilled paint on the surface of the 
water and in the water column and are typically green, blue-green, yellow or brown in color. Some can  
produce toxins that can be harmful to people, pets, and wildlife. Not all cyanobacteria blooms produce toxins 
but there is no way of knowing just by looking at them, so your best bet is to treat all blooms as harmful and 
avoid contact.  
 

 
Source: New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services 

 
 
 

                      Continued on next page... 
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Continued from previous page... 
 
What should you do if you see a potential cyanobacteria bloom? 
 
If you see anything on the lake or shoreline that you suspect might be a cyanobacteria bloom please take 
photos and report it to the NHDES as soon as possible with the time and location it was observed. It is useful 
if you let the WWN know too, so that we can coordinate sampling.  Most importantly, don’t wade or swim in or 
drink the water. If anyone, including pets or livestock, comes in contact with a bloom or scum they should 
rinse off with fresh water as soon as possible. 
 
What’s the difference between a cyanobacteria warning and an alert? 
 
If NHDES determines that the cyanobacteria cell density in a bloom exceeds the recreational health threshold 
of 70,000 cells/mL they will issue a lake-wide warning, as that is the level at which toxins may be present at 
a concentration that threatens public health. When a warning is issued NHDES advises lake users to avoid all 
contact with the water and keep pets and livestock out as well. Lakes are resampled weekly until the bloom 
subsides and the warning removed. Alerts are issued 1) based on a photo submitted before NHDES can  
analyze a sample and a bloom that may be a health risk is evident; 2) when the cyanobacteria cell density is 
approaching but does not yet exceed 70,000 cells/mL; or 3) if a bloom is reported, but conditions may have 
changed. Alerts are intended to serve as statements to be on the watch for a potential cyanobacteria bloom 
and lake users are advised to avoid contact with bloom material and to keep pets and livestock out of the  
water. An alert may develop into a warning but otherwise remain active for a week. Resampling only occurs if 
further bloom reports are submitted.  
 
Why are cyanobacteria blooms on the rise, and what can be done about it? 
 
Cyanobacteria blooms are becoming more common in our lakes due to increased nutrient input (primarily 
phosphorus), warming water temperatures and changing rain patterns. The best method for decreasing the 
likelihood of a cyanobacteria bloom is to reduce nutrient pollution into the lake. Stormwater and erosion from 
the land surfaces within the watershed are a primary source of nutrients to Lake Winnisquam. Fertilizers, 
shoreline and beach erosion, buffer clearing and poorly maintained septic systems can also contribute  
nutrients. 
 
The Lake Winnisquam Watershed Based Plan that the WWN completed in 2022 identified specific sources of 
nutrient-laden runoff throughout the watershed and outlines a number of measures that should be undertaken 
to reduce phosphorus input to our lake. The WWN is currently working to address several of the top priority 
projects identified in the plan through a $125k grant to design and construct stormwater treatment practices 
at three locations around the lake and we aim to implement additional projects in the future. 
 
Here’s what you can do to help: 
 
Take a free LakeSmart self assessment and learn what you can do on your own property. You’ll get lots of 
personalized tips on how you can better protect lake health. 

Properly maintain your household septic system and pick up after your pets. 

Maintain a buffer of natural vegetation on the water edge to filter water before it enters the waterbody.  

Be aware of the Shoreland Protection Act and its restrictions on the use of fertilizers along the shoreline. No 
fertilizer, except limestone, may be used within 25 feet of the reference line (shoreline).  

Support the Winnisquam Watershed Network and our work to implement the Winnisquam Watershed      
Management Plan. Encourage your friends and neighbors to do so as well.  

https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/151c9fc3c8214c2e93325f77e0f1d578
mailto:info@winnisquamwatershed.org
https://s.pointerpro.com/lakesmartstart2
https://www.des.nh.gov/land/waterfront-development
https://www.winnisquamwatershed.org/donate
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 CITY OF LACONIA 

         PHONE  
     DIRECTORY 
(All phone numbers below 
must be preceded by 603) 

 

Visit the City’s website at: 
www.laconianh.gov 

Airport ......................................524-5003 
     Airport Manager - Marv Everson 
  Assessing ..............................527-1268 
     Assistant Assessor - Tara Baker 

  City Clerk ...............................527-1265 
     City Clerk - Katie Gargano   
  City Manager ..........................527-1270 
     City Manager - Kirk Beattie 
  Code Enforcement .................527-1293 
     Codes Director Joe Gray 
  Conservation ..........................527-1264 
     Conservation Technician  

  Finance ..................................524-3877 
     Finance Director - Glenn Smith 

  Licensing ................................528-6331 
     Licensing - Hilary Young 
  Fire Dept. (Central Station)  ...524-6881 
     Fire Chief - Tim Joubert 
  Fire Dept. (Weirs Station)  ......366-2229 
   Library ...................................524-4775 
     Library Director - Deann Hunter 
  Parks & Recreation ................524-5046 
    Parks & Rec. Director - Amy Lovisek 
  Personnel ...............................524-3877 
     Personnel Administrator - Lindsey Allen 
Planning & Zoning ....................527-1264 
Planning & Zoning Director Rob Mora 

Police (Administration)  ............524-5257 
  Police (Crime Line)  ................524-1717 
     Police Chief - Matthew Canfield 
  Public Works (Main Office) .......528-6379 
  Public Works (Transfer Station) 528-5822 
     Public Works Director - Wes Anderson 
  Tax .........................................527-1269 
     Tax Collector - Katie Gargano 
  Water .....................................524-0901 
     Superintendent - Ben Crawford 

  Welfare ...................................527-1267 
    Welfare Technician - Cathy Raymond      

      
City Council Contact Info: 

  Mayor Andrew Hosmer ............. 496-2078 
  Bruce Cheney (Ward 1) ............ 491-8946 
  Robert Soucy (Ward 2) ............. 524-7054 
  Eric Hoffman (Ward 3) .............. 803-3425 
  Mark Haynes (Ward 4) .............. 524-3605 
  Steven Bogert (Ward 5) ............ 528-0613 
  Tony Felch (Ward 6) ................. 998-1418 
    

  General Council E-mail: 
 citycouncil@laconianh.gov 

ServiceLink Resource Center  
(603) 528-6945 is the first number 

to call for senior services. 

City of Laconia 
 

CITY HALL HOURS: 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Monday through Friday 
(603) 527-1270 

Laconia City Hall 
45 Beacon St. East 
Laconia, NH 03246 
www.laconianh.gov 
info@laconianh.gov 

 

 

Public participation and citizen input is a vital part of City government. Below 
is a list of meetings scheduled for the upcoming week. As agendas become 
available they will be posted on the City’s website. Also, printed copies of any 
agenda are available in the City department in charge of a particular Board or 
Commission. You are invited and encouraged to participate in any of our 
public meetings. All meetings are open to the public and are held at  
Laconia City Hall, unless otherwise noted: 

 

Week of: 
July 15 - July 19 

  
 

 
 

Having a family history 
of Alzheimer's disease 
doesn't mean for     
certain that you will   
develop it, but it does 
increase your risk.   
Curious about how   
genetics can influence 
Alzheimer's?  

Just click on the image above to learn more about your risk and 
what it might mean for you! 

Human Relations Committee 
July 11, 2024, 3:00 pm 
Agenda 
 
Parks and Rec Commission 
July 15, 2024, 6:00 pm 
Agenda 
 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 
July 15, 2024, 6:30 pm 
Agenda 
 
Board of Assessors 
July 18, 2024, 5:30 pm 

http://www.laconianh.gov
mailto:citycouncil@laconianh.gov
http://www.laconianh.gov
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_07112024-2467
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_07152024-2471
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_07152024-2449
https://www.nia.nih.gov/health/alzheimers-causes-and-risk-factors/thinking-about-your-risk-alzheimers-disease-five?utm_source=nia-facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=healthinfo-20240710&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2abfsUB4jbV5gCg_Q54ulBgno_bhAtOSHAHpX3L

