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“Lost in Laconia” - a photo of a foggy Boardwalk in the Weirs 
(photo compliments of Harbor Lane Photography) 

March 25, 2022 - Edition #534 

Welcome to  
Laconia Links! 

We hope you enjoy this  
issue of our weekly e-mail 
newsletter created to keep 
you up to date on City of  

Laconia news and activities.  
If you would like the newslet-
ter sent to your email each 

Friday, or if you have chang-
es to your email subscription, 
please call the City Manager’s 

office at (603) 527-1270 or 
email us at  

info@laconianh.gov. 

https://www.laconianh.gov
mailto:info@laconianh.gov?subject=Newsletter%20subscription
https://www.nacdd.org/ddam1/
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Preschool Storytimes! 
March 30, 2022, 10 - 11 am. 
March 31, 2022, 10 - 11 am.  

 
Join Jamie for fun stories, 

songs, activities, and crafts 
each week. For kids birth to 
age 6, in the Selig Storytime 

Room. 

The First Surprise! 
 
 

Storytime is 
about to get a 

lot more  
colorful…  

and comfy! 

Drop-In Tech Help with 
Shayla 

March 30, 2022,  
2:00 PM - 3:30 PM 

Come to the Volpe room to  
have your basic computer 

and electronic device  
questions  

Teen & Tween Craft:  
Melted Crayon Art 

March 29, 2022,  
3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

 
Glue crayons to a canvas and 

melt it with a hairdryer for instant 
art! In the Auditorium for teens 

and tweens aged 9-19. 

Storytime Craft 
 

The Pigeon wants to read 
stories! At Wednesday and 
Thursday Storytimes this 

week, we’ll read about our 
fine feathered friends and 
make a cute Pigeon craft!  

 Children’s Room  
Exciting Changes 

 
Exciting things are coming 

soon to the Children's 
Room! What do you think 

are in all these boxes? 

https://www.laconianh.gov/336/Library
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Laconia-Public-Library/1478800342339190?rf=146271632077921


 
  

Page  -3- 

 

 
After nearly eleven years as the Laconia City Manager,  
Scott Myers will be leaving his position with the City to  

pursue other opportunities. Municipal Resources Inc. (MRI),  
a New Hampshire company with a great deal of experience  

in conducting searches of this nature, will begin work  
soon to help us find our new City Manager. 

 
 
 

As part of the search process MRI will be holding two Listening Sessions for the public to attend and provide   
input on what they would like to see in the next City Manager, along with what they see as short and long-term 
challenges for Laconia. 
 
The two Listening Sessions will be held in the Laconia Rotary Hall Auditorium in the Laconia Public Library on 
Thursday, April 7, 2022. The first session will be at 2:00 pm and the second will be at 7:00 pm.  
 
For those who cannot attend the sessions in person, we invite you to provide your comments via email at the  
following e-mail address: laconiacmsearch@mrigov.com. Please include the word “Laconia” in the subject line  
of your email. For questions of a general nature, please call the City Manager’s Office at (603) 527-1270. 

 

Laconia City Manager Search  
Process Begins 

We hope you can join us to offer your comments 
 and input on this important subject!  

mailto:laconiacmsearch@mrigov.com
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Slavery & the Underground Railroad In New Hampshire -  
Presentation by Michelle Arnosky Sherburne, author and journalist 

 
Sponsored by the Laconia Putnam Fund, the Laconia Historical and Museum 
Society is partnering with the Belknap Mill Page Turners Book Club for the    
Society’s first program of 2022!   
 
Journalist and author Michelle Arnosky Sherburne will discuss her book Slavery 
& the Underground Railroad in New Hampshire and the 25 years of  research 
she did on the Vermont and New Hampshire Underground Railroad network.   
A Civil War history writer, Ms. Sherburne has also written A Vermont Hill Town 
in the Civil War: Peacham’s Story, Abolition and the Underground Railroad in 
Vermont, and St. Albans Raid. 
 
The presentation will be held Monday, March 28 at 6:00p.m.in the Rose 

Chertok Gallery, on the third floor of the Belknap Mill and can be attended in person or viewed via live 
stream on the LHMS Facebook page.  Seating will be spaced, and masks are recommended.  For more 
information or questions, contact LHMS at lhmslpl@metrocast.net, call (603) 527.1278 or visit the  
Society’s Facebook page. This presentation is hosted by the Laconia Historical and Museum Society,  
in partnership with the Belknap Mill Page Turners Book Club. (Courtesy photo) 

Open Mic Takes An Emotional Turn 
 
 “They don’t sing or play an instrument, but is it OK 
if our students practice their TED Ed talks at your 
open mic?” That was the question that  
Lorraine Connell, a teacher at Brewster Academy 
in Wolfeboro posed, when she contacted John 
McArthur of NH Music Collective, about the Young 
Performers open mic at Belknap Mill. “An open mic 
is an open mic,” he said, “and any middle or high 
school student is welcome. They can sing, play an 
instrument, recite poetry or give a talk.”  
 
 

 
But the open mic took an unexpectedly emotional turn when Jasmine  
Khakhunmalee from Brewster Academy took the mic to tell her story of  
the sexual harassment she had experienced growing up. And when Tata 
Tirapongprasert told his story of reciting poetry to overcome his stuttering, 
the audience of 42 was both impressed and moved. There were seven  
performances last month including solo performances on piano and guitar, a 
teen band, and three spoken word performances.  
 
This month’s open mic, sponsored by Strings & Things in Concord and  
organized by NH Music Collective in Gilford, will be held Sunday, March 27th 
from 2-4 at Belknap Mill.  
 
The open mic will include a feature performance by pianist and Belmont High 
School student, Kyle Dumais. To sign up for the open mic, performers should 
email John McArthur at john@nhmusiccollective.com.  

mailto:lhmslpl@metrocast.net
mailto:john@nhmusiccollective.com
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Think Twice Before Buying Easter Chicks 

 

With Easter coming soon, you’ll be seeing ads for Easter chicks. Aww…aren’t 
they cute? However, the City considers chickens, even the cute little chicks, to 
be livestock and NOT pets. In most areas of the City, livestock including chick-
ens are not allowed to be kept on the property.  
 
Chickens, ducks, guinea hens, pigs, goats, and other agricultural animals are 
not permitted in most districts in the urban/suburban districts in Laconia.   
Agriculture and agricultural animals are permitted in the RR1 (Residential  
Rural), RR2 (Residential Rural Corridor) and AI (Airport Industrial) districts.  
In the CR (Commercial Resort) district, agriculture and the animals typically  
associated with agriculture are only allowed by Special Exception granted by 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment. If you’re not sure what zoning district you live 
in, check your tax card on the City website or call the Planning office at  
(603) 524-1264 to find out. 
 

A good idea is to keep your chick purchases to the pink marshmallow kind! 

 
Recycle Your Clothes  

at the Transfer Station! 
 

  Did you know that 85% of all clothing, shoes and   
textiles in New Hampshire  goes to a landfill? 

   
A clothes recycling container is now available at the 

Laconia Transfer Station in the area with the  
single stream recycling containers.   

 
The organization accepting the material, Apparel  

Impact, works with clothing graders, and 85%  
of what they collect is reused. The other 15% of  

what they collect is in bad enough condition that it 
needs to be recycled for other purposes.  

 
Apparel Impact also provides over 3,000 people in New Hampshire with free clothing through their community 
outreaches and partnerships with school districts and Easter Seals. All items do not need to be clean, but they 
do need to be dry and free from mold. 
 
Items that can be recycled include: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please help the City reduce its 
solid waste disposal costs by 

recycling your clothing not 
throwing it in the trash!  

Purses/Bags 
Ties, Scarfs and Hats. 
Sneakers 
Any type of dress shoes  
Sandals 

Flip Flops 
Clothing 
Coats/jackets 
Sheets & towels 

http://www.laconianh.gov


 

Curbside recycling  
will be picked up  

the week of  
March 28! 

Please note that glass 
may now be put in with 

your recycling. 

Interested in learning more about incorporating herbs into new or existing gardens and/or containers? 
Come join the Opechee Garden Club, as Sarah Marcoux, presents a better understanding about the 
propagation and growing habits of available herbs, as well as some which are harder to find. An overview 
of environmental conditions necessary to grow herbs will also be addressed. The use of culinary herbs is 
included in the presentation. 
 
Sarah Marcoux says that she and her husband Dan have encouraged their four children ages 14 to 21 “to 
give back to the community and cultivate a lifestyle of service to others.” Both are longtime, homeschool-
ing parents. Sarah, and her then 18-year old son, Joseph, became Master Gardeners in fall 2016. They 
have been volunteering for the Free Seeds for Education program since late summer 2018. They helped 
collect and sort seeds, address envelopes, and package orders. The Free Seeds group sent out 515    
orders of 10 seed packets each in 2021, working from home, due to the pandemic. In recent years, the 
mother-son team also built a pollinator garden at Southwick Elementary School in Northfield where the 
Marcoux's live, and have worked at local farmer’s markets staffing an Ask A Master Gardener table. 
 
The presentation will take place during Opechee Garden Club’s monthly meeting  on April 5, 2022 at 
1PM. Meetings are held at the Gilford Community Church, Potter Hill Road, Gilford, NH. The public is  
invited to attend. 
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https://www.etix.com/ticket/e/1025951/something-rotten-laconia-colonial-theatre
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Please see the Public Hearing Notice on this 
page which has been published in the Laconia 
Daily Sun. We will continue to provide citizens 
with notices of upcoming Public Hearings that 
may be of interest to the general public in our 
community.  
 
If you have questions regarding any Public 
Hearings shown, please call City Hall at 603-
527-1270 and we will be happy to direct you 
to the appropriate department. Thank you for 
staying informed about what is happening in 
City government! 

 

 
 

Click the image 
(left) to view a  

full-size version of 
this document 
which includes  

information about 
the new income 

and asset  
guidelines for  

Medicare! 

https://www.laconianh.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8042/Income-and-Asset-Guidelines-2022
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Our sincere thanks to Warren D. Huse, the  
Laconia Historical and Museum Society, 

and the Laconia Daily Sun for providing a 
glimpse into our community’s past….. 
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On Saturday, March 26th the Laconia Gilford Lions Club is  
joining with the Green Sanctuary Committee of the Unitarian  
Universalist Society of Laconia to collect clean SOFT plastics. 
 
We ARE collecting plastic grocery bags, vegetable bags, bubble 
wrap, newspaper sleeves, bread bags, air packing bags, dry 
cleaning bags, wood pellet bags, ice bags, cereal box liners,  
and plastic films labeled with a #2 or #4 recycling symbol. 
 

**We no longer accept pet food bags.** 
 
Each and every piece of CLEAN plastic is sent to Maine via the way-stop at Hannaford's in Gilford to be  
repurposed and made into composite decking and outdoor furniture. Please click on the following link from 
TREX to see what is and is not acceptable for collection: https://recycle.trex.com/view/educate#materials1 

 
Our community is doing a great job in keeping these plastics from polluting the Earth. The February collection 
netted 237 pounds. Each time we hold the event the amount increases. This is due to the activity of the  
Interact Club at LHS,  LHS students, plus the contributing efforts of the Taylor Community, both of which 
have set up plastics collection bins at their locations. 
 
Our volunteers (masked) will be in front of the little white church at 127 Pleasant Street Laconia from 11 am 
until 1 pm on the 26th. Come one, come all! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Click the image above to read about services and 

programs provided by the UNH Extension! 

https://recycle.trex.com/view/educate#materials1
https://www.laconianh.gov/DocumentCenter/View/8043/Belknap-County---What-does-UNH-Extension-programing-offers-3-24-22
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Visit the Colonial Theatre’s  
website at www.coloniallaconia.com  
for more information on these and  

upcoming performances.  
 
 

Tickets can be purchased on the  
Colonial’s website, or by calling  

1-800-657-8774.  

Do you want to get more involved in 
your community but don’t know 

where to start? 
 

Laconia Water Works is looking to fill the position of 
Water Commissioner. 

 
The candidate must live in Laconia and be available for meetings the first and third  

Thursdays of the month at 8:00 am. 
 

If this sounds like something you would like to do, just click here to fill out an on-line application.  
If you would prefer to complete a paper application, please contact Nancy in the  
City Manager’s Office at (603) 527-1270 or by email at nbrown@laconianh.gov. 

 
If you have any questions please feel free to contact the Water Department at (603)-524-0901.   

http://www.coloniallaconia.com
http://www.coloniallaconia.com
https://www.laconianh.gov/FormCenter/City-ManagerAdministration-14/Board-and-Commission-Application-Form-52
mailto:nbrown@laconianh.gov
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The following updates have now been posted to 
the City’s website to keep you up-to-date and 
informed on what’s  happening in your City!  

Be sure to check out the Project Updates  report 
which provides a concise update of   projects in 
the community. In this report you will find every-
thing from road projects to the latest information 
on the Master Plan update. 

Next, check out the current version of the  
Monthly Economic Development Report.  This 
report contains information pertaining to Laco-
nia’s unemployment rate and wages, as well as 
business and economic  development partner-
ships. 

We hope you find these reports helpful 
and informative!  

 
Questions? Please call the City Manager's  

Office at (603) 527-1270. 

https://www.laconianh.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/1070
https://www.laconianh.gov/ArchiveCenter/ViewFile/Item/1069
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Mark your calendar!  
 

Free Dump Day for Laconia residents  
is scheduled for Saturday, May 7th.  

 
(Businesses cannot dispose of their solid 

waste for free on that day.)  
 

Public Works highly recommends  
businesses do not come to the Transfer 

Station on May 7th as it will be very busy. 
 
 
 

 
Residents needing assistance with unloading will need to bring help with them. We expect a large 
turnout for this popular event, so be prepared to be patient as there is likely to be a longer wait time 
than normal.  
 
To help minimize wait times, the City recommends that residents use the following schedule when 
coming to the Transfer Station on May 7th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Public Works will turn away any resident who arrives later than 1 pm, so please be sure to be at the 
Transfer Station before that time. 
 
Residents who do not have dump stickers must have some form of documentation that shows they 
are a Laconia resident. 
 
Items we will accept are appliances, water heaters, furniture, beds, plumbing fixtures, bagged 
leaves, demolition lumber, auto tires (limit 6 tires per customer). Items we will not accept are auto 
tail pipes, mufflers, radiators, engines, batteries or hazardous waste, paints or solvents.  
 
Residents must still pay for disposing of electronics during free dump day.  
 
Disposal of leaves and recycling for Laconia residents is free all year.  Residents do not need a 
dump sticker or day pass to dispose of leaves or recycling, but must have documentation that 
shows they are a Laconia resident. 
 
For more information or for questions about what is acceptable and what is not, please call the  
Department of Public Works at (603) 528-6379. 



 
  

Page  -20- 

 
 CITY OF LACONIA 

         PHONE  
     DIRECTORY 
(All phone numbers below 
must be preceded by 603) 

 

Airport ......................................524-5003 
     Airport Manager - Marv Everson 
  Assessing ..............................527-1268 
     Assistant Assessor - Tara Baker 

  City Clerk ...............................527-1265 
     City Clerk - Katie Gargano   
  City Manager ..........................527-1270 
     City Manager - Scott Myers 
  Code Enforcement .................527-1293 
     Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen 
  Conservation ..........................527-1264 
     Conservation Technician Taylor Daigle 

  Finance ..................................524-3877 
     Finance Director - Glenn Smith 

  Licensing ................................528-6331 
     Licensing - Hilary Young 
  Planning & Comm. Dev. .........527-1264 
     Planning & Zoning Dir. - Dean Trefethen 
  Fire Dept. (Central Station)  ...524-6881 
  Fire Dept. (Weirs Station)  ......366-2229 
     Fire Chief - Kirk Beattie 
  Library ....................................524-4775 
     Library Director - Randy Brough 
  Parks & Recreation ................524-5046 
    Parks & Rec. Director - Amy Lovisek 
  Personnel ...............................524-3877 
     Personnel Administrator - Lindsey Allen 
  Police (Administration)  ..........524-5257 
  Police (Crime Line)  ................524-1717 
     Police Chief - Matthew Canfield 
  Public Works (Main Office) .......528-6379 
  Public Works (Transfer Station) 528-5822 
     Public Works Director - Wes Anderson 
  Tax .........................................527-1269 
     Tax Collector - Katie Gargano 
  Water .....................................524-0901 
     Superintendent - Ben Crawford 

  Welfare ...................................527-1267 
    Welfare Technician - Cathy Raymond      

      
City Council Contact Info: 

  Mayor Andrew Hosmer ............. 496-2078 
  Bruce Cheney (Ward 1) ............ 491-8946 
  Robert Soucy (Ward 2) ............. 524-7054 
  Henry Lipman (Ward 3) ............. 528-0191 
  Mark Haynes (Ward 4) .............. 524-3605 
  Robert Hamel (Ward 5) ............. 524-6360 
  Tony Felch (Ward 6) ................. 998-1418 
    

  General Council E-mail: 
 citycouncil@laconianh.gov 

Visit the City’s website at: 
www.laconianh.gov 

What can you do 
if you think you 

have been  
targeted by a  
government  

imposter scam?  
 

 
 

Just click here to follow simple tips provided by the  
Social Security Administration. 

 
 

Public participation and citizen input is a vital part of City government. Below 
is a list of meetings scheduled for the upcoming week. As agendas become 
available they will be posted on the City’s website. Also, printed copies of any 
agenda are available in the City department in charge of a particular Board or 
Commission. You are invited and encouraged to participate in any of our 
public meetings. All meetings are open to the public and are held at  
Laconia City Hall, Armand A. Bolduc City Council Chamber, 45 Beacon 
St. East, Laconia, NH, unless otherwise noted: 

Week of: 
March 28 - April 1 

ServiceLink Resource Center  
(603) 528-6945 is the first number 

to call for senior services. 

City of Laconia 
 

CITY HALL HOURS: 
8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Monday through Friday 
(603) 527-1270 

Laconia City Hall 
45 Beacon St. East 
Laconia, NH 03246 
www.laconianh.gov 
info@laconianh.gov 

 
Laconia City Council 
March 28, 2022, 7:00 pm 
Agenda 
 
Laconia Human Relations 
Committee 
March 29, 2022, 10:00 am 
Agenda 
 
Historic District Commission 
March 29, 2022, 6:30 pm 
Agenda 

 

mailto:citycouncil@laconianh.gov
http://www.laconianh.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUlv5pcKVQQ
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter
http://www.laconianh.gov
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03282022-1763
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03292022-1758
https://www.laconianh.gov/AgendaCenter/ViewFile/Agenda/_03292022-1765

